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Kennecott Land and Jordan School District Collaborating on

Joint School and Community Center 

Kennecott Land, developer of the Daybreak master-planned community in South Jordan, and the Jordan School District are collaborating to design and build an elementary school that will also serve as a local community meeting place and recreation center.  

The Jordan School District passed a resolution Tuesday that allows the continued planning of a joint-use school at Daybreak.  The new school will represent one of only a handful of joint-use schools in the United States, a concept that allows members of the community to have evening and weekend access to the school for continuing education, fitness, indoor and outdoor recreation as well as a meeting place.  Construction of both the school and Daybreak housing will commence in 2004.

“It is rare for a land developer to approach a school district and request that they join in the conceptual planning for a community’s long-term educational needs,” said Barry Newbold, Superintendent of Jordan School District.  “This school has great promise as a model for our school district and we welcome the public-private partnership.”

The concept of a joint-use facility, expected to cost less than building both a school and a community center at separate sites, allows the school district to offer significantly more facilities and programs.  In fact, Kennecott Land is currently leading a collaborative effort to integrate other financial partners into the project with the objective of offering additional programs and potentially expanding the facility.  


As the new school is designed, Jordan School District will consider a number of options to enhance the educational experience including: flexible classrooms to accommodate collaborative and technology-based teaching, an early learning center, a swimming pool and a full-size gymnasium. 

“Kennecott Land has a long-term commitment to the Salt Lake Valley,” said Peter McMahon, President of Kennecott Land.  “Our partnership allows us to assist the Jordan School District in planning for a new model of school that aims to integrate education into the fabric of the community.”

Daybreak has been planned as a mixed-use community situated on approximately 4,200 acres in South Jordan.  Distinguishing features of the development include the large size and scope of the project, the quality of innovative planning, the prime location in South Jordan, and the company’s long-term commitment to the community.

Kennecott Land was established in April 2001 to focus exclusively on the opportunity to develop Kennecott Utah Copper Corporation’s significant non-mineral land and water assets. Both companies report directly to London-based parent company, Rio Tinto, one of the largest mining companies in the world.
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