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Planting Program for Kennecott Land’s Daybreak

Receives Envision Utah Award
Envision Utah has recognized Kennecott Land’s Daybreak master-planned community in South Jordan with an Award of Merit for its ecosystem approach to planting design, plant procurement and landscape maintenance.

Kennecott Land, committed to presenting the Daybreak community as a showcase for sustainable development, has made many important choices regarding water and energy conservation, use of open space, and landscaping on the 4,200-acre site.

Local landscape architectural firm G Brown Design, Inc. developed Daybreak’s planting program which ensures the installation of drought tolerant trees and plants to significantly reduce water consumption.  At least 75% of the open space at Daybreak will be planted with water-wise, native plants requiring little or no irrigation.  The use of native trees, shrubs, forbs and grasses in streets and parks will also help to reduce total water consumption by more than 50% compared to conventional Utah areas.

Kennecott Land is also planning carefully to ensure large quantities of quality plants will be available in the sizes and types required to meet project needs. Hundreds of thousands of trees, shrubs and flowers will be installed at Daybreak site over a ten-year period. Some acquisitions will be made as spot market purchases from existing growers, others will be grown on a contract basis, and yet others will be grown on the Daybreak site in nurseries set aside to ensure a long-term supply. 

In addition to overseeing the installation and maintenance of plants, Kennecott Land will implement a quality assurance program to ensure the correct installation, establishment, and survival of the plants.  

“It is unusual for a land developer to establish a landscaping project that takes responsibility for the supply and long-term maintenance of thousands of trees and shrubs,” said Greg Bell, Chair of Envision Utah.  “Kennecott Land’s carefully planned planting program for Daybreak is entirely consistent with Envision Utah’s quality growth strategy.”

Daybreak has been planned as a mixed-use community. Distinguishing features of the development include the large size and scope of the project, the quality of innovative planning, the prime location in South Jordan, and the company’s long-term commitment to the community.

Kennecott Land was established in 2001 to focus exclusively on the opportunity to develop Kennecott Utah Copper Corporation’s significant non-mineral land and water assets. Both companies report directly to London-based parent company, Rio Tinto, one of the largest mining companies in the world.
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