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'Daybreak' Dawns at 'Sunrise'
Community: Developer Kennecott Land has renamed the planned 4,200-acre addition to South Jordan
By Karyn Hsiao    The Salt Lake Tribune 
   

SOUTH JORDAN -- A new day is breaking on Sunrise.
On Tuesday, Kennecott Land unveiled "Daybreak" as the new name of its planned 4,200-acre development formerly called "Sunrise."  "Sunrise is a great name, but it's not a name unique to Utah," said Peter McMahon, president of Kennecott Land. "Daybreak is a fresh name, and we think it will become synonymous with quality development."


McMahon says the project's new moniker and logo allude to "light breaking in a new day" over the Wasatch Range. Besides the name change, Kennecott laid out its timeline for developing the master-planned community. Construction of the first 1,200 homes will begin in July 2004. Upon completion, the self-contained community could double South Jordan's population by housing more than 40,000 people and some 13,600 residential units.  "The Kennecott organization has been here for 100 years," McMahon said, "and we have a high degree of respect for the high degree of trust South Jordan is putting in us." 


South Jordan's City Council last month approved an agreement that will guide Daybreak's development for the next 30 years.  Mayor Kent Money says the city's expansion to the west is inevitable.  "For so long, we've been a bedroom community," Money said. "But growth is at our door. Kennecott has developed something that is not only state-of-the-art, but also something we can all be proud of."


In addition to houses  ranging from starter to high-end, Daybreak will encompass 1,260 acres of open space, a "highly walkable" retail center and an industrial office park.

"Green belts will link residential areas to institutional areas, and the green belt system will run completely throughout the community," said Jon Potts, Kennecott's vice president of development.  A 100-acre lake at Daybreak's north end could offer fishing, boating and water skiing, says Potts, and equestrian facilities could come in 10 years.  A TRAX line also is proposed to run through the development's west side, said Vicki Varela, vice president of public policy.  Kennecott is developing roads and selecting home builders for its project. Before housing construction begins next year, the company will design its landscaping, lake and a visitors center.
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