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    The Jordan School Board gave its blessing Tuesday night to Kennecott Land Co. for a combination school and community center to be built in part with revenue from a $281 million bond issue passed by district voters in February. 
    The elementary school would open in 2005 as part of the first phase of Kennecott's 4,200-acre, 13,667-residence Daybreak development in South Jordan. The school would adjoin a community center with a swimming pool, fitness center and full-size gymnasium. 
    Patrons of the school and the community center would share the cafeteria, gymnasium, athletic fields, parking and a community meeting room, minimizing construction costs for the district and the developer. 
    "It's exciting, it's innovative, it's thinking outside the box, and I love it," said board Vice President Ellen Wallace. 
    Also planned for the development are a church, senior center and preschool. When complete, Daybreak also will include retail shops, offices, parks, trails and a lake in the area bounded by 4000 West, 10200 South, state Route 111 and 11800 South. 
    The board approved a resolution allowing district staff to negotiate with Kennecott officials their financial and practical responsibilities in site selection and developing and designing the joint facility. The details will come back to the board for final consideration. 
    Kennecott officials say the joint project won't cost district taxpayers any more than other schools, about $104 per square foot of construction. 
    "It will give you more facility for every dollar spent," said Karen Wikstrom, president of Wikstrom Economic & Planning Consultants. 
    A handful of school districts across the country are entering into similar public-private partnerships to stretch dollars and provide more community services. 
    Board member Ralph Haws asked Kennecott representatives to put together a fact sheet outlining the costs as a defense against the Utah Taxpayers Association, some lawmakers and others critical of "extravagant" school construction. 
    "I really believe this mixed use is going to be cost-effective -- but we have a political problem," Haws said. "We need to be able to show this is not a Taj Mahal." 
    The district's $281 million bond issue will finance 22 new schools and renovations to existing schools over the next eight years. 
    
      


