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 S. Jordan Vote on Sunrise Development Could Double Population
BY KARYN HSIAO   THE SALT LAKE TRIBUNE 
SOUTH JORDAN  --  A vote tonight  could cast an approving glow on Kennecott's proposed Sunrise development in this south Salt Lake County community.  "With more than 4,000 acres, this is huge," said South Jordan Councilman Brad Marlor. "It is also very significant to us because it will house as many people as we have living in South Jordan now."


Kennecott officials hope to break ground on the mixed-use development this fall.  If the City Council approves Kennecott's master development agreement tonight, Sunrise would bring about 30,000 people, 14,000 residential units as well as retail, offices and more than 1,200 acres of open space.  But some South Jordan residents fear Sunrise will change the rural feel of their community of 30,000. Others worry it will halt plans for an outdoor-irrigation water system in the city.


Many residents support the adoption of a "secondary water" system, which would bring untreated Utah Lake water to every residence during summer months. The water then could be used to irrigate crops, water lawns, wash cars or any other outdoor use.     "Kennecott's plan sets up a special service district, so the water in that development will be managed separately from the rest of the city," said Bryce Atkinson, member of the Secondary Water Citizens' Study Committee. "That basically cuts the South Jordan water pie in half and cripples it."   The committee recently recommended that residents vote in November on a proposed $43.7 million citywide outdoor-irrigation system. Without Kennecott's Sunrise, however, the committee's feasibility study says the cost would be $39.5 million, meaning a higher rate per user.  "Obviously, the larger the potential customer base, the more economical service delivery can be," City Manager Ricky Horst wrote on the city's Web site. "The objective is to provide an efficient and affordable delivery system for irrigation purposes."  


But Marlor believes South Jordan, even without Sunrise, still can deliver secondary water.  "There is a feasibility there, although it's very expensive and we would have to undertake some bonding," Marlor said.  "I wouldn't be surprised if the city says 'yes' in a referendum."   Marlor says putting water shares in a separate service district is not special treatment for Sunrise, but a move that makes sense.   "In the future, you'll see all [South Jordan] water shares go into a special service district," Marlor said.  Sunrise officials could not be reached for comment Monday.   khsiao@sltrib.com


