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Friday, May 9, 2003

South Jordan waits for a new Daybreak 

By Stephen Speckman
Deseret News staff writer 

      SOUTH JORDAN — From Sunrise to Daybreak, the name of Kennecott Land's massive residential project has changed. But the plan is the same — to turn what was a wasteland of contaminated soil into Utah's premier community development.
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Artist's rendering of the massive residential project.


      South Jordan already has signed a development agreement with Kennecott Land, sister company to Kennecott Utah Copper Corp.
      "They have awarded us the stewardship of the future of their city," said Peter McMahon, president of Kennecott Land, who recently addressed about 50 Kennecott and South Jordan officials. "We intend to exceed the expectations they have. We plan to build a community with a distinct Utah feel."
      When Daybreak hits South Jordan with the first phase of new homes in June 2004, it'll be the start of a development that intends within 30 years to host 13,667 residential units — or about 40,000 people — on 4,200 acres.
      The land was once contaminated by mining waste, but most of it has been cleaned up. The removal of any remaining problem soil will take place this year. The Environmental Protection Agency has given its nod of approval.
      Most of the homes constructed in the first phase — about 1,200 units are to be built within a two- or three-year time frame — are expected to fetch prices in the low $200,000 range.
      The name for Daybreak, situated on the far west side of the Salt Lake Valley, was inspired by how the day's first light peeks over the Wasatch Mountains and shines on that part of the valley. Plus, the old name — Sunrise — was not as unique as planners liked.
      Daybreak's theme is, "Planned for People." That plan is to have community gardens set among open space that accounts for 30 percent of the development.
      A large lake, hoped to be virtually free of mosquitoes and stagnation, is being planned by a team of experts. The lake may feature a catch-and-release fishing program and opportunities for some recreation, although human contact will be discouraged.

      Greenbelts will connect what is supposed to be a walkable, "pedestrian-friendly" community with 2.4 million square feet of retail space, 5.2 million square feet of office buildings and 1.5 million square feet of industrial development. The walkable aspect will focus on the way homes and garages are situated on lots in relation to streetscapes that are meant to be inviting to pedestrian traffic.
      The pedestrian-friendly facet of Daybreak is meant to mix with plans for light rail into this city-within-a-city and with what is now known as the Mountain View Corridor — formerly the Western Transportation Corridor. The hope is that people will use their cars less.
      And it's all coming to a city historically known as a bedroom community, which actually suits city leaders here just fine.
      "In South Jordan now, we're kind of in a unique position where we're developing at a very rapid rate," said Mayor Kent Money. "Our motto is, 'Country feel, city appeal: Life just off the fast lane.'
      "We like that motto. We, for so long, have been a bedroom community, and growth is at our door. We still kind of want to be a bedroom community and (to have) kind of that country feel, but we have to grow, coupled with that."
      Daybreak is the kind of growth South Jordan leaders want, and they know their city's population could double to 60,000 within 20 years. Kennecott Land is confident it can deliver. That's despite an uncertain real estate market and competition from other developments throughout the west and southwest part of the valley.
      "We've done all our planning based on pretty conservative assumptions," McMahon said.
      If Daybreak were to capture 10 percent of sales in the new housing market during a lull in activity, the estimate is that it could generate 700 new units a year.
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      John Potts, vice president of development for Kennecott Land, said Daybreak will make a "special contribution" to society.
      "I expect this community to set the standard for sustainable development in the 21st century," he said.
      As Kennecott's mining interests wane on the east side of the Oquirrhs, Daybreak could be the first step toward a new direction for Kennecott along the Wasatch Front.
      Kennecott owns 93,000 acres of land throughout the Oquirrh Mountains and its foothills — Kennecott's holdings amount to 53 percent of the remaining developable land in the valley. The company is also one of the largest owners of water rights in the state. 
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